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SOLANO COUNTY SMOG CHECK STATIONS LICENSES SUSPENDED
Bureau of Automotive Repair alleges “clean plugging”

SACRAMENTO — Two Solano County Smog Check stations and one technician have had their
licenses suspended pending a revocation hearing as a result of an investigation by the

Department of Consumer Affairs/Bureau of Automotive Repair (DCA/BAR).

An Administrative Law judge yesterday, granted BAR’s request for Interim Suspension Orders
(ISO) to immediately suspend the Automotive Repair Dealer registration and Smog Check Test
Only station licenses of Smog King Test Only, 1468 North Texas St., Fairfield, and Smog King
Test Only, 807-L Davis St., Vacaville.

In addition, the judge suspended the Advanced Emission Specialist Technician license of Rene

Tinoco Servin.

A BAR investigation revealed that between August 2010 and November 2010, Smog King in
Vacaville issued 34 fraudulent smog certificates to vehicles by “clean plugging”. Another
investigation revealed that between November 2010 and February 2011, Smog King in Fairfield

issued 8 fraudulent smog certificates to vehicles by “clean plugging”.

“Clean plugging” consists of using a vehicle’s properly functioning On Board Diagnostic (OBD
II) system to generate passing OBDII test results in order to illegally issue a smog certificate to a

vehicle that will not pass an OBDII test on its own or is not present for testing.

"The state is committed to ferreting out and prosecuting any shops tampering with smog check
technologies," said DCA Acting Director Brian Stiger. “It's time to put these people out of

business and send a message that this type of scam won'’t be tolerated."
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“The goal of California’s Smog Check Program is to reduce air pollution by bringing vehicles into
compliance with emissions standards,” said BAR Chief Sherry Mehl. “These acts constitute
serious environmental crimes, in addition to numerous violations of the Health and Safety
Code.”

BAR sought the 1SOs to shut down Smog King Fairfield and Smog King Vacaville and prevent
Rene Tinoco Servin from being able to work as a licensed Smog Check technician while BAR

proceeds with its enforcement case. BAR is seeking to permanently revoke the licenses.

An administrative hearing will be held at a later date to address the violations found during the

investigation.

The Department of Consumer Affairs promotes and protects the
interests of California Consumers. Consumers who wish to file a
complaint against an auto repair facility can contact the Department of
Consumer Affairs/Bureau of Automotive Repair at (800) 952-5210.
Consumers can also file a complaint online at www.autorepair.ca.gov.
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